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Christmas Day, 1914

My dear sister Janet,

It is 2:00 in the morning and most of our men are asleep in their dugouts -- yet I could not sleep myself
before writing to you of the wonderful events of Christmas Eve. In truth, what happened seems almost like a
fairy tale, and if I hadn't been through it myself, I would scarce believe it. Just imagine: While you and the
family sang carols before the fire there in London, I did the same with enemy soldiers here on the battlefields
of France!

The Christmas Truce of 1914 is one of the most extraordinary incidents not only of World War I but of all
military history. Providing inspiration for songs, books, plays, and movies, it has endured as an archetypal
image of peace. Yet much about the historic event remains shrouded in myth and legend.

In this fictional letter -- illustrated in authentic detail by Wendy Edelson -- award-winning author Aaron
Shepard draws from firsthand accounts of soldiers at the front to portray the truce in its true nature and spirit.

TEACHERS AND LIBRARIANS -- A READER'S THEATER SCRIPT OF THIS BOOK IS AVAILABLE
FREE ON AARON'S WEB SITE.

/////////////////////////////////////////////////

Aaron Shepard's many books for young people have won honors from the American Library Association, the
New York Public Library, the Bank Street College of Education, the American Folklore Society, and the
National Council for the Social Studies.

Wendy Edelson has been honored with the Pacific Northwest Book Award, the Moonbeam Children's Book
Award, and the Mom's Choice Award. Her other illustrated books include Aaron's "The Baker's Dozen: A
Saint Nicholas Tale."

/////////////////////////////////////////////////

"Among the many entries celebrating this event's centennial, librarians and teachers should welcome this
historically accurate telling for ages 9 and up." -- Kirkus Reviews (Web site), Aug. 11, 2014

"Beautifully and realistically illustrated." -- Alex Baugh, The Children's War (blog)

"Short but intense, heart-warming, full of hope, love, brotherhood, and friendship." -- Veronica Marzini,
LibriAmoriMiei (blog), Nov. 8, 2014

"A beautiful (and true) tale, with lovely illustrations . . . Great for a readaloud to children!" -- Beth Nolan
Conners, Beth's Book-Nook Blog (blog), Nov. 12, 2014



"Delightful . . . A really beautiful rendition of those fantastic events when, in the midst of war, the spirit of
Christmas overruled the fighting and peace reigned on the battlefields." -- Elaine Brent, Splashes Into Books
(blog), Dec. 7, 2014

"Lovely . . . It evokes the time and place with vivid description and will certainly spark talk of why there is
war . . . The artwork is stunning." -- Lynne Vanderveen Smith, children's librarian

"Great to use with readers of various ages, especially in a social studies or American history curriculum." --
Karen Biggs-Tucker, co-author,"Transforming Literacy Teaching for the Era of Higher Standards"
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Sanchez:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Christmas Truce: A Story of World War 1. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book
Christmas Truce: A Story of World War 1. You can add information and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called
e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Evelyn Nay:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question since just
their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Christmas Truce: A Story of World War
1 to read.

Melvin Smith:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the park. They
actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your current free
time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the
guide untitled Christmas Truce: A Story of World War 1 can be good book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Debra Davin:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personally is Christmas Truce: A Story of World War 1 this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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