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It is easy to forget in our own day of cheap paperbacks and mega-bookstores that, until very recently, books
were luxury items. Those who could not afford to buy had to borrow, share, obtain secondhand, inherit, or
listen to others reading. This book examines how people acquired and read books from the sixteenth century
to the present, focusing on the personal relationships between readers and the volumes they owned. Margaret
Willes considers a selection of private and public libraries across the period—most of which have
survived—showing the diversity of book owners and borrowers, from country-house aristocrats to modest
farmers, from Regency ladies of leisure to working men and women.

Exploring the collections of avid readers such as Samuel Pepys, Thomas Jefferson, Sir John Soane, Thomas
Bewick, and Denis and Edna Healey, Margaret Willes also investigates the means by which books were sold,
lending fascinating insights into the ways booksellers and publishers marketed their wares. For those who are
interested in books and reading, and especially those who treasure books, this book and its bounty of
illustrations will inform, entertain, and inspire.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Burks:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Reading Matters: Five Centuries of Discovering
Books. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a book Reading Matters: Five Centuries of Discovering Books. You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Ethel Fung:

The e-book untitled Reading Matters: Five Centuries of Discovering Books is the reserve that recommended
to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language
that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the
e-book of Reading Matters: Five Centuries of Discovering Books from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Melvin Belknap:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Reading Matters: Five
Centuries of Discovering Books, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Teresa Brown:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Reading Matters: Five Centuries of
Discovering Books guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Reading Matters: Five
Centuries of Discovering Books as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one
publication that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.
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