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From former NPR Moscow correspondent Gregory Feifer comes an incisive portrait that draws on
vivid personal stories to portray the forces that have shaped the Russian character for centuries-and
continue to do so today.

 RUSSIANS explores the seeming paradoxes of life in Russia by unraveling the nature of its people: what is
it in their history, their desires, and their conception of themselves that makes them baffling to the West?
Using the insights of his decade as a journalist in Russia, Feifer corrects pervasive misconceptions by
showing that much of what appears inexplicable about the country is logical when seen from the inside. He
gets to the heart of why the world's leading energy producer continues to exasperate many in the
international community. And he makes clear why President Vladimir Putin remains popular even as the gap
widens between the super-rich and the great majority of poor.

Traversing the world's largest country from the violent North Caucasus to Arctic Siberia, Feifer conducted
hundreds of intimate conversations about everything from sex and vodka to Russia's complex relationship
with the world. From fabulously wealthy oligarchs to the destitute elderly babushki who beg in Moscow's
streets, he tells the story of a society bursting with vitality under a leadership rooted in tradition and often on
the edge of collapse despite its authoritarian power.

Feifer also draws on formative experiences in Russia's past and illustrative workings of its culture to shed
much-needed light on the purposely hidden functioning of its society before, during, and after communism.
Woven throughout is an intimate, first-person account of his family history, from his Russian mother's
coming of age among Moscow's bohemian artistic elite to his American father's harrowing vodka-fueled run-
ins with the KGB.

What emerges is a rare portrait of a unique land of extremes whose forbidding geography, merciless climate,
and crushing corruption has nevertheless produced some of the world's greatest art and some of its most
remarkable scientific advances. RUSSIANS is an expertly observed, gripping profile of a people who will
continue challenging the West for the foreseeable future.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Larsen:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Russians: The People Behind the Power. You can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book Russians: The
People Behind the Power. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Hilda Dumas:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Russians: The People Behind the Power why because the great
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

Geneva Milbourn:

You can get this Russians: The People Behind the Power by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Robert Tanaka:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Russians: The
People Behind the Power.
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