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In the cold waters of the unforgiving North Atlantic Ocean, some of the heartiest humans of medieval days
ventured out in search of whales. As the desire for whales grew through the centuries, people on both sides
of the North Atlantic became increasingly dependent on whale oil and other cetacean products. Eventually,
whaling grew ever more sophisticated, evolving into fleets of skilled huntsmen and leading to the collapse of
what was once a seemingly inexhaustible supply of large cetaceans. Central in this struggle for existence was
one species, the North Atlantic right whale. David W. Laist, a major player in right whale conservation, now
provides the first complete history of the North Atlantic right whale, from its earliest encounters with
humans to its close brush with extinction to its present precarious, yet hopeful, status as a conservation icon.

Favored by whalers because of its high yields of oil and superior quality baleen, these giants became known
as "the right whale to hunt," and their numbers dwindled to a mere 100 individuals. Salvation of a sort came
in the 1930s, when their dire status encouraged the adoption of a ban on hunting and a treaty that formed the
International Whaling Commission. Recovery, however, has proven elusive. Ship-strikes and entanglement
in commercial fishing gear have hampered herculean efforts to restore the stocks. Today, a total of about 500
right whales live along the US and Canadian Atlantic coasts?a great improvement from the early twentieth
century, but a far cry from the thousands and thousands that once crisscrossed the oceans.

Laist’s masterpiece is sprinkled with an incredible collection of photographs and artwork. The result is a
single volume that offers a comprehensive understanding of North Atlantic right whales, the many cultures
that hunted them, and the modern?sometimes frustrating?attempts to help them recover. This book is sure to
appeal to readers interested in both whales and whaling.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Drew:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and also important the book North Atlantic Right Whales: From
Hunted Leviathan to Conservation Icon. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Sean Scruggs:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
long to reading a reserve. The book North Atlantic Right Whales: From Hunted Leviathan to Conservation
Icon it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book has high quality.

James Drake:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
North Atlantic Right Whales: From Hunted Leviathan to Conservation Icon this reserve consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Antonio Sisson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide North Atlantic Right Whales: From Hunted Leviathan to Conservation
Icon was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many



ways to get book which you wanted.
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