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Growing alarm over the harm done by humans to the natural world, and even to the viability of our own
industrial civilization, compels us to ask the deeper moral question: What should be the human relationship
to nature? Matthew R. Foster starts by assessing three contrasting patterns of moral reasoning: the Progress
Ethic that created the world we live in; the biblically-inspired Stewardship Ethic; and the Connection Ethic
based on scientific understanding of the interdependence of all natural entities.

Critical analysis reveals that none of these ethics is able to sustain the values it advocates due to two
unsupportable presumptions—that the norms of human morality are commensurate with the natural world,
and that the value of an entity is an intrinsic property. Foster argues that in order for a future environmental
ethic to be both logically coherent and environmentally constructive, it must start from unconventional
notions. First, because nature will never be commensurate with human moral reasoning, non-rational
resources must be employed despite the risks involved. Second, value resides in the relationship of one entity
to another, and does not belong intrinsically to either—in short, value is foremost a verb, rather than a noun.

Foster proposes a new paradigm attentive to the realm of value relations among all natural entities, one
which offers mediating opportunities between nature and morality. In this new ethic there are no “shoulds.”
Rather, moral responsibilities to the natural entities around us are elective, placing us in an unfamiliar yet
potentially liberating network of relationships.

This book will be of interest to scholars—both instructors and students—of environmental ethics,
philosophy, religion, and intellectual history, and all who are concerned about the environmental challenges
of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Morton:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The Human Relationship to
Nature: The Limit of Reason, the Basis of Value, and the Crisis of Environmental Ethics? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Eden Davis:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book The Human Relationship to Nature: The Limit of Reason, the
Basis of Value, and the Crisis of Environmental Ethics has been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The
Human Relationship to Nature: The Limit of Reason, the Basis of Value, and the Crisis of Environmental
Ethics is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book The Human
Relationship to Nature: The Limit of Reason, the Basis of Value, and the Crisis of Environmental Ethics.
You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Michelle Dewees:

This The Human Relationship to Nature: The Limit of Reason, the Basis of Value, and the Crisis of
Environmental Ethics is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Human Relationship to
Nature: The Limit of Reason, the Basis of Value, and the Crisis of Environmental Ethics in your hand like
having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer
you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Melvin Dwyer:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add



your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the The Human Relationship to Nature: The Limit of Reason, the Basis of Value, and the Crisis of
Environmental Ethics when you needed it?
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