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This book brings together a group of Judith Butler's philosophical essays written over two decades that
elaborate her reflections on the roles of the passions in subject formation through an engagement with Hegel,
Kierkegaard, Descartes, Spinoza, Malebranche, Merleau-Ponty, Freud, Irigaray, and Fanon. Drawing on her
early work on Hegelian desire and her subsequent reflections on the psychic life of power and the possibility
of self-narration, this book considers how passions such as desire, rage, love, and grief are bound up
with becoming a subject within specific historical fields of power.

Butler shows in different philosophical contexts how the self that seeks to make itself finds itself already
affected and formed against its will by social and discursive powers. And yet, agency and action are not
necessarily nullified by this primary impingement. Primary sense impressions register this dual situation of
being acted on and acting, countering the idea that acting requires one to overcome the situation of being
affected by others and the linguistic and social world. This dual structure of sense sheds light on the desire to
live, the practice and peril of grieving, embodied resistance, love, and modes of enthrallment and
dispossession. Working with theories of embodiment, desire, and relationality in conversation with
philosophers as diverse as Hegel, Spinoza, Descartes, Merleau-Ponty, Freud, and Fanon, Butler
reanimates and revises her basic propositions concerning the constitution and deconstitution of the
subject within fields of power, taking up key issues of gender, sexuality, and race in several analyses. Taken
together, these essays track the development of Butler's embodied account of ethical relations.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Fanning:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Senses of the Subject. Try to the actual book Senses of
the Subject as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience
and also knowledge with this book.

Mark Whitten:

This Senses of the Subject book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific Senses of the Subject
without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
become worry Senses of the Subject can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Senses of the Subject
having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Gail Delamora:

This book untitled Senses of the Subject to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book
retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this publication from your list.

Nancy Sherman:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list will be Senses of the Subject. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve
you can get many advantages.
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