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The unique historical relationship between capitalism and the Jews is crucial to understanding modern
European and Jewish history. But the subject has been addressed less often by mainstream historians than by
anti-Semites or apologists. In this book Jerry Muller, a leading historian of capitalism, separates myth from
reality to explain why the Jewish experience with capitalism has been so important and complex--and so
ambivalent.

Drawing on economic, social, political, and intellectual history from medieval Europe through contemporary
America and Israel, Capitalism and the Jews examines the ways in which thinking about capitalism and
thinking about the Jews have gone hand in hand in European thought, and why anticapitalism and anti-
Semitism have frequently been linked. The book explains why Jews have tended to be disproportionately
successful in capitalist societies, but also why Jews have numbered among the fiercest anticapitalists and
Communists. The book shows how the ancient idea that money was unproductive led from the stigmatization
of usury and the Jews to the stigmatization of finance and, ultimately, in Marxism, the stigmatization of
capitalism itself. Finally, the book traces how the traditional status of the Jews as a diasporic merchant
minority both encouraged their economic success and made them particularly vulnerable to the ethnic
nationalism of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Providing a fresh look at an important but frequently misunderstood subject, Capitalism and the Jews will
interest anyone who wants to understand the Jewish role in the development of capitalism, the role of
capitalism in the modern fate of the Jews, or the ways in which the story of capitalism and the Jews has
affected the history of Europe and beyond, from the medieval period to our own.
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From reader reviews:

Julius Montanez:

This Capitalism and the Jews book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Capitalism and the Jews without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering
and analyzing. Don't become worry Capitalism and the Jews can bring whenever you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This Capitalism and the Jews having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Joseph Gee:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Capitalism and
the Jews suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled
Capitalism and the Jewsis one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you
can see the represented of the world on this book.

Norma Wilson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Capitalism and the Jews.

Eun Russell:

Beside this kind of Capitalism and the Jews in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Capitalism and the
Jews because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss it? Find this book along with read it from today!
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