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Perhaps no instrument better represents the music of Appalachia than the fretted dulcimer. The instrument
was no longer confined to back porches and local music halls when Jean Ritchie so melodically thrust herself
and her dulcimer into the national limelight during the folk revival of the 1950s. But where did the dulcimer,
known to exist in no other folk culture in the world, come from? In The Story of the Dulcimer, Ralph Lee
Smith traces the dulcimer's beginnings back to European immigration to America in the eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries. As German immigrants settled in Pennsylvania and Appalachia, they brought with them
scheitholts, a type of northern European fretted zither. As German immigrants intermingled with English and
Scotch-Irish immigrants, the scheitholt, which was customarily played to a slower tempo in German cultural
music, began to be musically integrated into the faster tempos of English and Scotch-Irish ballads and folk
songs. As Appalachia absorbed an increasing flow of English and Scotch-Irish immigrants and the musical
traditions they brought with them, the scheitholt steadily evolved into an instrument that reflected this folk
music amalgamation, and the modern dulcimer was born. In this second edition, Smith brings the dulcimer's
history into the twenty-first century with a new preface and updates to the original edition. Copiously
illustrated with images of both antique scheitholts and contemporary dulcimers, The Story of the Dulcimer is
a testament to the enduring musical heritage of Appalachia and solves one of the region's musical mysteries.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Fulghum:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The Story of
the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion
or you have various other opinion?

Victor Parisi:

The book The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book The Story of the Dulcimer
(Charles K. Wolfe Music)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The
Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Kirk Banks:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music), you
can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Jason Braden:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music) this publication consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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