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China in Early Enlightenment Political Thought examines the ideas of China in the works of three major
thinkers in the early European Enlightenment of the late seventeenth to early eighteenth centuries: Pierre
Bayle, Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, and the Baron de Montesquieu. Unlike surveys which provide only
cursory overviews of Enlightenment views of China, or individual studies of each thinker which tend to
address their conceptions of China in individual chapters, this is the first book to provide in-depth
comparative analyses of these seminal Enlightenment thinkers that specifically link their views on China to
their political concerns. Against the backdrop especially of the Jesuit accounts of China which these
philosophers read, Bayle, Leibniz, and Montesquieu interpreted imperial China in three radically divergent
ways: as a tolerant, atheistic monarchy; as an exemplar of human and divine justice; and as an exceptional
but nonetheless corrupt despotic state. The book thus shows how the development of political thought in the
early Enlightenment was closely linked to the question of China as a positive or negative model for Europe,
and argues that revisiting Bayle’s approach to China is a salutary corrective to the errors and presumptions in
the thought of Leibniz and Montesquieu. The book also discusses how Chinese reformers of the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries drew on Enlightenment writers’ different views of China as they
sought to envisage how China should be remodeled.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Dominguez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible China in
Early Enlightenment Political Thought (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought)? Maybe it is to
be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Katie Johnson:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This China in Early Enlightenment Political Thought (Routledge Studies in
Social and Political Thought) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving China in Early Enlightenment Political Thought
(Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it.
So , do you nevertheless thinking China in Early Enlightenment Political Thought (Routledge Studies in
Social and Political Thought) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jack Johnson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be China in Early Enlightenment Political Thought (Routledge Studies in
Social and Political Thought) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Myrtle Galloway:

The book untitled China in Early Enlightenment Political Thought (Routledge Studies in Social and Political
Thought) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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