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For the cost of a single tulip bulb you could buy:

four oxen or  
twelve sheep or
twenty-four tons of wheat or
two hogsheads of wine or
two tons of butter or
four barrels of beer or
a thousand pounds of cheese or
a silver drinking cup or
an oak bed or
a ship.
In the 1630s, visitors to the prosperous trading cities of the Netherlands couldn't help but notice that
thousands of normally sober, hardworking Dutch citizens from every walk of life were caught up in an
extraordinary frenzy of buying and selling. The object of this unprecedented speculation was the tulip, a
delicate and exotic Eastern import that had bewitched horticulturists, noblemen, and tavern owners alike. A
trade in tulips soon evolved, and for almost a year rare bulbs changed hands for incredible and ever-
increasing sums, until single flowers were being sold for more than the cost of a house.

Historians would come to call it tulipomania. It was the first futures market in history -- and like all the ones
that would follow, it crashed spectacularly, plunging speculators and investors into economic ruin and
despair. But that was not the first instance of tulipomania -- nor would it be the last.

This is the history of the tulip, from its origins on the barren windswept steppes of central Asia, to its place
of honor in the lush imperial gardens of Constantinople, to its starring moment as the most coveted -- and
beautiful -- commodity in Europe. Historian Mike Dash vividly narrates the story of this amazing flower and
the colorful cast of characters whose lives were inextricably entwined with it. There is the eccentric Turkish
sultan Ahmed III, whose reign even to this day is known as the Tulip Era, and the French academic Carolus
Clusius, the most respected botanist of his time, whose gifts of the then-unknown bulbs to friends and
patrons sparked the Dutch tulipomania. There's even the lowly tavern owner Wouter Winkel, whose death in
1633 left his seven children destitute -- until they dug up his bed of tulip bulbs and sold them at auction
during the height of the tulip mania, an auction that transformed his heirs from penniless orphans to wealthy
young men and women who would never have to work a day in their lives. Centuries apart historically, and
worlds apart culturally, this cast of characters all had one thing in common: tulipomania.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carpenter:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Tulipomania: The Story of the
World's Most Coveted Flower & the Extraordinary Passions It Aroused book as nice and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Gloria Duncan:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Tulipomania: The Story of
the World's Most Coveted Flower & the Extraordinary Passions It Aroused is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Thomas West:

Tulipomania: The Story of the World's Most Coveted Flower & the Extraordinary Passions It Aroused can
be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Tulipomania: The Story of the World's Most Coveted Flower & the
Extraordinary Passions It Aroused however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Deandre Freeman:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Tulipomania: The Story of the World's
Most Coveted Flower & the Extraordinary Passions It Aroused is simple bringing you can read it in the park,
in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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