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When Professor Robin Greene tells a freshman composition class about her scholarly interest in women's
narratives, Samantha Henderson, an African American student, invites Greene to meet her grandmother and
to listen to a series of reel-to-reel tapes that both Samantha and her grandmother insist should be part of the
official WPA archive of ex-slave narratives. Intrigued, Greene accepts the challenge of authenticating the
recordings, but after a full year of unproductive exchanges with historians and archivists, a frustrated Greene
decides to transcribe the tapes and to publish the resulting narrative so that readers may judge for themselves
if the tapes are-or are not-authentic. In her transcription, Greene presents the first-person account of Sarah
Louise Augustus, who comes of age during the Civil War and whose story involves a head-on collision with
the moral ambiguities of slavery. Readers follow Sarah Louise as she becomes Augustus-the name she
assumes when she takes control of her destiny. Her story begins in the antebellum period and unfolds as
Augustus recollects a brutal war and its social carnage. Readers also discover the connections that bind
Greene, Sarah Louise, Samantha, and Samantha's grandmother-for these women, surprisingly, share much in
common. As a work of historical fiction, Greene's account focuses light on black feminism, on race-specific
reactions to historical inquiry, on sexuality and rape, and on the quest for identity. And Greene, who in "real
life" teaches English and Writing at Methodist University, becomes Professor Greene, the fictional narrator
whose story frames the narrative and whose own scholarly need for authenticity and precision nearly costs
her more than she is willing to lose.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Beals:

In other case, little persons like to read book Augustus: Narrative of a Slave Woman. You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book
Augustus: Narrative of a Slave Woman. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we could open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Nathaniel Thomas:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should
answer that question since just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Augustus: Narrative of
a Slave Woman to read.

Richard Kitterman:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Augustus: Narrative of a Slave Woman
can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't
and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Augustus: Narrative of a Slave
Woman.

Tanya Nolan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Augustus:
Narrative of a Slave Woman.
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