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Arguably the single most influential literary work of the European Middle Ages, the Roman de la Rose of
Guillaume de Lorris and Jean de Meun has traditionally posed a number of difficultiesto modern critics,
who have viewed its many interruptions and philosophical discussions as signs of alack of formal
organization and a characteristically medieva predilection for encyclopedic summation. In Fortune's Faces,
Daniel Heller-Roazen calls into question these assessments, offering a new and compelling interpretation of
the romance as a carefully constructed and far-reaching exploration of the place of fortune, chance, and
contingency in literary writing.

Situating the Romance of the Rose at the intersection of medieval literature and philosophy, Heller-Roazen
shows how the thirteenth-century work invokes and radicalizes two classical and medieval traditions of
reflection on language and contingency: that of the Provencal, French, and Italian love poets, who sought to
compose their "verses of pure nothing"in alanguage Dante defined as "without grammar,”" and that of
Aristotle's discussion of "future contingents' asit was received and refined in the logic, physics, theology,
and epistemol ogy of Boethius, Abelard, Albert the Great, and Thomas Aquinas.Through a close analysis of
the poetic text and a detailed reconstruction of the logical and metaphysical concept of contingency,
Fortune's Faces charts the transformations that literary structures (such as subjectivity, autobiography,
prosopopoeia, allegory, and self-reference) undergo in awork that definesitself as radically contingent.
Considered inits full poetic and philosophical dimensions, the Romance of the Rose thus acquires an
altogether new significance in the history of literature: it appears as awork that incessantly exploresits own
capacity to be other than it is.
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From reader reviews:
Phillip Patten:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Fortune's Faces: The Roman de
la Rose and the Poetics of Contingency (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society) is kind of publication
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jaclyn Davis:

This book untitled Fortune's Faces: The Roman de la Rose and the Poetics of Contingency (Parallax: Re-
visions of Culture and Society) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when
you read this book you can get alot of benefit init. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So thereis no reason for
your regquirementsto past this reserve from your list.

Joseph Taylor:

Often the book Fortune's Faces: The Roman de la Rose and the Poetics of Contingency (Paralax: Re-visions
of Culture and Society) will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to explain theideais very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you.
The book Fortune's Faces: The Roman de la Rose and the Poetics of Contingency (Parallax: Re-visions of
Culture and Society) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Christina Lazarus:

Why? Because this Fortune's Faces. The Roman de la Rose and the Poetics of Contingency (Parallax: Re-
visions of Culture and Society) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will zap you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it isgood for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of rewards than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If | have
been you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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