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With the discipline of a surgeon performing a critical operation, acclaimed storyteller Harry Mark Petrakis
strips away layers of his nine decades of life to expose the blood and bone of a human being in his third
memoir and twenty-fifth book, Song of My Life. Petrakis is unsparing in exposing his own flaws, from a
youthful gambling addiction, to the enormous lie of his military draft, to a midlife suicidal depression. Yet he
is compassionate in depicting the foibles of others around him. Petrakis writes with love about his parents
and five siblings, with nostalgia as he describes the Greek neighborhoods and cramped Chicago apartments
of his childhood, and with deep affection for his wife and sons as he recalls with candor, comedy, and charity
a writer’s long, fully-lived life.

Petrakis recounts the near-fatal childhood illness, which confined him to bed for two years and, through
hours of reading during the day and night, nurtured his imagination and compulsion toward storytelling. A
high school dropout, Petrakis also recalls his work journey in the steel mills, railroad depots, and shabby
diners of the city. There is farce and comedy in the pages as he describes the intricate framework of lies that
drove his courtship of Diana, who has been his wife of sixty-nine loving years. Petrakis shares his struggles
for over a decade to write and publish and finally, poignantly describes the matchless instant when he holds
his first published book in his hands. The chapters on his experiences in Hollywood where he had gone to
write the screenplay of his best-selling novel A Dream of Kings are as revealing of the machinations and
egos of moviemaking as any Oliver Stone documentary.

Petrakis’s individual story, as fraught with drama and revelation as the adventures of Odysseus, comes to an
elegiac conclusion when, at the age of ninety, he ruminates on his life and its approaching end. With a
profound and searing honesty, this self-exploration of a solitary writer’s life helps us understand our own
existences and the tapestry of lives connecting us together in our shared human journey.
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From reader reviews:

Scottie Kelly:

The feeling that you get from Song of My Life: A Memoir is the more deep you rooting the information that
hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Song of My Life: A Memoir giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this specific Song of My Life: A Memoir instantly.

Glen Thomas:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you
will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the
book untitled Song of My Life: A Memoir can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity
to you.

Eric Sanders:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be Song of My Life: A Memoir why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Aaron Blue:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the Song of My Life: A Memoir when you needed it?
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