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An Irish immigrant, a collection agent for crime bosses, a professional boxer, and a prodigious gambler, John
Morrissey was?if nothing else?an unlikely candidate to become one of the most important figures in the
history of Thoroughbred racing. As a young man, he worked as a political heavy in New York before going
to San Francisco in search of fortune at the height of the Gold Rush. After returning to the east coast, he was
hired by Tammany Hall and was soon locked in a deadly rivalry with William Poole, better known as "Bill
the Butcher."

As time went on, Morrissey parlayed his youthful exploits into a remarkably successful career as a
businessman and politician. After establishing a gambling house in Saratoga Springs, the hard-nosed
entrepreneur organized the first Thoroughbred race meet at what would become Saratoga Race Course in
1863. Morrissey went on to be elected to two terms in the U.S. House of Representatives and two terms in
the New York State Senate.

In The Notorious John Morrissey, James C. Nicholson explores the improbable life of the man who brought
Thoroughbred racing back to prominence in the United States. Though few of his contemporaries did more
to develop the commercialization of sports in America, Morrissey's colorful background has prevented him
from getting the attention he deserves. This entertaining and long-overdue biography finally does justice to
his astounding rags-to-riches story while exploring an intriguing chapter in the history of horse racing.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Notorious John Morrissey: How a Bare-Knuckle
Brawler Became a Congressman and Founded Saratoga Race Course, you may enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men.
What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Donald Diaz:

The Notorious John Morrissey: How a Bare-Knuckle Brawler Became a Congressman and Founded Saratoga
Race Course can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word
into joy arrangement in writing The Notorious John Morrissey: How a Bare-Knuckle Brawler Became a
Congressman and Founded Saratoga Race Course nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Robert Baxter:

Beside this specific The Notorious John Morrissey: How a Bare-Knuckle Brawler Became a Congressman
and Founded Saratoga Race Course in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge
or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The
Notorious John Morrissey: How a Bare-Knuckle Brawler Became a Congressman and Founded Saratoga
Race Course because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss it? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Mary Adamczyk:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Many



kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Notorious John
Morrissey: How a Bare-Knuckle Brawler Became a Congressman and Founded Saratoga Race Course.
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