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The old adage, "never discuss religion and politics," is roundly rejected in this incisive exploration of
presidential history and religious faith.

This newly updated 2016 edition of The Presidents & Their Faith is a fascinating and informative look at
how all U.S. presidents exercised their personal faith, exerted presidential power, and led a religiously
diverse nation.

Has there ever been a stranger prayer than Truman's, offered upon America's successful development of the
atom bomb: "We pray that He may guide us to use it in His ways and for His purposes"?

At the nation's founding, Northeast Presbyterians demanded explicit mention of Jesus in the Constitution.
George Washington refuted them, saying that religious piety "was a matter best left between an individual
and his God; religious instruction was the responsibility of religious societies, not the civil state." What
drove Washington to make that argument, and what if he had lost?

Who wouldn't feel like the exasperated FDR when he said, "I can do almost everything in the 'Goldfish
Bowl' of the President's life, but I'll be hanged if I can say my prayers in it. It bothers me to feel like
something in the zoo being looked at by all the tourists in Washington when I go to church...No privacy in
that kind of going to church, and by the time I have gotten into that pew and settled down with everybody
looking at me, I don't feel like saying my prayers at all."

But even more importantly, what's real, what's a show, and why does it matter when it comes to faith and
politics?

These questions and more are unpacked and examined, leading to a whole new understanding of how
religion and politics interfaced through America's history, and how they will play out in our future.

In this climate of religious and political tensions, The Presidents & Their Faith casts a civil, entertaining and
insightful spotlight on the unique mix (and frequent mix-ups) of politics and religion in America.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Gilchrist:

The book The Presidents & Their Faith: From George Washington to Barack Obama can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book The
Presidents & Their Faith: From George Washington to Barack Obama? Several of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Presidents & Their Faith: From George Washington to
Barack Obama has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Esther Belote:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Presidents & Their Faith: From George Washington to Barack Obama your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The The Presidents & Their Faith: From George
Washington to Barack Obama giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Josefina Roundtree:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Presidents & Their Faith: From
George Washington to Barack Obama book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
doubt The Presidents & Their Faith: From George Washington to Barack Obama as good book but not only
by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so
do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Christopher Dixon:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books,



but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The The Presidents & Their Faith: From George Washington to Barack Obama provide you with a new
experience in reading through a book.
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