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American law schools extol democracy but teach little about its most basic institution, the Congress.
Interpreting statutes is lawyers’ most basic task, but law professors rarely focus on how statutes are made.
This misguided pedagogy, says Victoria Nourse, undercuts the core of legal practice. It may even threaten
the continued functioning of American democracy, as contempt for the legislature becomes entrenched in
legal education and judicial opinions. Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy turns a spotlight on lawyers’
and judges’ pervasive ignorance about how Congress makes law.

Victoria Nourse not only offers a critique but proposes reforming the way lawyers learn how to interpret
statutes by teaching legislative process. Statutes are legislative decisions, just as judicial opinions are
decisions. Her approach, legislative decision theory, reverse-engineers the legislative process to simplify the
task of finding Congress’s meanings when statutes are ambiguous. This theory revolutionizes how we
understand legislative history?not as an attempt to produce some vague notion of legislative intent but as a
surgical strike for the best evidence of democratic context.

Countering the academic view that the legislative process is irrational and unseemly, Nourse makes a
forceful argument that lawyers must be educated about the basic procedures that define how Congress
operates today. Lawmaking is a sequential process with political winners and losers. If lawyers and judges
do not understand this, they may well embrace the meanings of those who opposed legislation rather than
those who supported it, making legislative losers into judicial winners, and standing democracy on its head.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Reinaldo Downs:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy book is readable simply by
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected
with Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So ,
do you still thinking Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Clare Lucas:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for you is Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy this book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Candace Hernandez:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
known as of book Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important
that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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