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Robots are entering the mainstream. Technologies have advanced to the point of mass commercialization --
Roomba, for example -- and adoption by governments -- most notably, their use of drones. Meanwhile, these
devices are being received by a public whose main sources of information about robots are the fantasies of
popular culture. We know a lot about C-3PO and Robocop but not much about Atlas, Motoman, Kiva, or
Beam -- real-life robots that are reinventing warfare, the industrial workplace, and collaboration. In this
book, technology analyst John Jordan offers an accessible and engaging introduction to robots and robotics,
covering state-of-the-art applications, economic implications, and cultural context.

Jordan chronicles the prehistory of robots and the treatment of robots in science fiction, movies, and
television -- from the outsized influence of Mary Shelley's Frankenstein to Isaac Asimov's I, Robot (in which
Asimov coined the term "robotics"). He offers a guided tour of robotics today, describing the components of
robots, the complicating factors that make robotics so challenging, and such applications as driverless cars,
unmanned warfare, and robots on the assembly line.

Roboticists draw on such technical fields as power management, materials science, and artificial intelligence.
Jordan points out, however, that robotics design decisions also embody such nontechnical elements as value
judgments, professional aspirations, and ethical assumptions, and raise questions that involve law, belief,
economics, education, public safety, and human identity. Robots will be neither our slaves nor our overlords;
instead, they are rapidly becoming our close companions, working in partnership with us -- whether in a
factory, on a highway, or as a prosthetic device. Given these profound changes to human work and life,
Jordan argues that robotics is too important to be left solely to roboticists.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Adkins:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Robots (The
MIT Press Essential Knowledge series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Leonard Santiago:

The reserve untitled Robots (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) is the publication that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you.
The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Robots (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series)
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

John Olive:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Robots (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) can be
the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Monika Cunniff:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Robots (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge
series) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book
and examine it. Beside that the reserve Robots (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) can to be your
brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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