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“Music illuminates a person and provides him with his last hope; even Stalin, a butcher, knew that.” So said
the Russian composer Dmitri Shostakovich, whose first compositions in the 1920s identified him as an
avant-garde wunderkind. But that same singularity became a liability a decade later under the totalitarian rule
of Stalin, with his unpredictable grounds for the persecution of artists. Solomon Volkov—who cowrote
Shostakovich’s controversial 1979 memoir, Testimony—describes how this lethal uncertainty affected the
composer’s life and work.

Volkov, an authority on Soviet Russian culture, shows us the “holy fool” in Shostakovich: the truth speaker
who dared to challenge the supreme powers. We see how Shostakovich struggled to remain faithful to
himself in his music and how Stalin fueled that struggle: one minute banning his work, the next encouraging
it. We see how some of Shostakovich’s contemporaries—Mandelstam, Bulgakov, and Pasternak among
them—fell victim to Stalin’s manipulations and how Shostakovich barely avoided the same fate. And we see
the psychological price he paid for what some perceived as self-serving aloofness and others saw as
rightfully defended individuality.

This is a revelatory account of the relationship between one of the twentieth century’s greatest composers
and one of its most infamous tyrants.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Pillar:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between
the Great Composer and the Brutal Dictator. Try to the actual book Shostakovich and Stalin: The
Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal Dictator as your close friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Stephen Rael:

Here thing why that Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer
and the Brutal Dictator are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless
it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Shostakovich and Stalin:
The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal Dictator giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with
Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal
Dictator. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in
the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park,
café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great
Composer and the Brutal Dictator in e-book can be your alternative.

Stewart Moore:

This book untitled Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer
and the Brutal Dictator to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book
store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this publication from your list.

Melanie Fox:

This Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal
Dictator is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always
deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately
using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you



can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary
Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal Dictator in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen
moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt this?
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