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Although hasidic Jews are today associated with mainstream Orthodoxy, Hasidism, during the year of its
genesis, was bitterly opposed and indicted with bans of excommunication by the Jewish establishment. In
The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna, Elijah Judah Schochet analyzes the conflict centering on the
hasidic movement in the eighteenth century and the role played by the leader of the opposition, Rabbi Elijah,
the Gaon of Vilna. The reasons Hasidism was challenged are of value not only vis-a-vis historical curiosity
but in terms of the nature of traditional Judaism, its religious priorities, and the perceived dangers inherent in
the hasidic style of rabbinic leadership. Tzaddikim were singularly authorized to descend into sin's domain to
emancipate the sinner in cases of vice and iniquity, and these actions were viewed by the mitnagdim, or
opponents, as "a dangerous flirtation with the notion of 'sin.'" Schochet embarks on a fascinating foray into
the misconceptions held by the opponents of the hasidim that fueled the tension between the two. Rabbi
Elijah, known as the Gaon of Vilna, who was the outstanding rabbinic scholar of his time, emerged from his
cloistered existence to confront and battle these seemingly ostensible threats from within the hasidic
movement. However, there is no record of his having personally encountered hasidic Jews. Why, then, was
he so disturbed by Hasidism? What threats did he perceive the movement posed? Did the excommunication
of the hasidim by the Gaon of Vilna really occur? In The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna,
Schochet attempts to unravel the mystery underlying Rabbi Elijah and his campaign against the hasidic
movement. Some aspects ofthe controversy between Hasidism and the mitnagdim still linger today, and
Rabbi Schochet's effort to explicate the eighteenth-century dilemma and its contenders allows the reader a
more privileged glance at past tensions as well as an understanding of the players in today's drama
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From reader reviews:

Michael Watkins:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk, shopping,
or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Hasidic Movement and the
Gaon of Vilna? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Pete Plaisance:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of
Vilna as the daily resource information.

Soledad Neeley:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna.

Ronald Ruggles:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to you is
The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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