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The epic clash of two American legends?their brutal war and a battle of ideas that defined America
after Reconstruction.

Oliver Otis Howard thought he was a man of destiny. Chosen to lead the Freedmen’s Bureau after the Civil
War, the Union Army general was entrusted with the era’s most crucial task: helping millions of former
slaves claim the rights of citizens. He was energized by the belief that abolition and Reconstruction, the
country’s great struggles for liberty and equality, were God’s plan for himself and the nation. To honor his
righteous commitment to a new American freedom, Howard University was named for him.

But as the nation’s politics curdled in the 1870s, General Howard exiled himself from Washington, D.C.,
rejoined the army, and was sent across the continent to command forces in the Pacific Northwest. Shattered
by Reconstruction’s collapse, he assumed a new mission: forcing Native Americans to become Christian
farmers on government reservations.

Howard’s plans for redemption in the West ran headlong into the resistance of Chief Joseph, a young Nez
Perce leader in northeastern Oregon who refused to leave his ancestral land. Claiming equal rights for Native
Americans, Joseph was determined to find his way to the center of American power and convince the
government to acknowledge his people’s humanity and capacity for citizenship. Although his words echoed
the very ideas about liberty and equality that Howard had championed during Reconstruction, in the summer
of 1877 the general and his troops ruthlessly pursued hundreds of Nez Perce families through the stark and
unforgiving Northern Rockies. An odyssey and a tragedy, their devastating war transfixed the nation and
immortalized Chief Joseph as a hero to generations of Americans.

Recreating the Nez Perce War through the voices of its survivors, Daniel J. Sharfstein’s visionary history of
the West casts Howard’s turn away from civil rights alongside the nation’s rejection of racial equality and
embrace of empire. The conflict becomes a pivotal struggle over who gets to claim the American dream: a
battle of ideas about the meaning of freedom and equality, the mechanics of American power, and the limits
of what the government can and should do for its people. The war that Howard and Joseph fought is one that
Americans continue to fight today.
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From reader reviews:

Verla Foster:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Thunder in the Mountains: Chief Joseph, Oliver Otis Howard, and
the Nez Perce War can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mark Shanks:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Thunder in the Mountains: Chief Joseph, Oliver Otis Howard, and the
Nez Perce War can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Rosa Reid:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Thunder in the Mountains: Chief Joseph, Oliver
Otis Howard, and the Nez Perce War.

Kirk Banks:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Thunder in the Mountains: Chief Joseph,
Oliver Otis Howard, and the Nez Perce War to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you
to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Thunder in the Mountains: Chief Joseph, Oliver
Otis Howard, and the Nez Perce War can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and



confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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