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When the Abu Ghraib prison scandal broke in April 2004, many American commentators expressed shock.
But, as The Progressive’s Anne-Marie Cusac observed, “Abu Ghraib shock[s] us because our soldiers abroad
seem to have acted out behaviors that we condone, yet don’t face up to, at home.” On the heels of Our
Enemies in Blue, Kristian Williams’ controversial chronicle of policing, the writer/activist gives us American
Methods, once again upsetting the notion that the use of “excessive force” by the state is aberrant rather than
altogether American.

American Methods reveals torture not as a recent or rogue phenomenon, but a veteran tool of the American
state. As Williams suggests, torture is not, as claimed, a means of interrogation used only by others,
elsewhere. Instead, it is a tried-and-true weapon of social control and terror, right here in the US.

Unlike other recent books, American Methods locates “war on terror” scandals in the systems of inequities
and dominance that nurture them. Williams pays close attention to the distinct character of American torture
and its gender and racial contours—particularly its emphasis on sexual violence, emasculation, and
spectacle. His discussion ranges over much of the globe and a quarter-century: from US support of torture-
regimes in Central America in the 1980s to today’s more favored approach—outsourcing torture to “friendly
governments.” Returning to our shores, Williams observes the banality of violence in American prisons,
precincts, and society. Ultimately, he offers devastating conclusions about the centrality of rape, racism, and
conquest to both the state and our national culture.

Kristian Williams' writings have appeared in CounterPunch, Columbia Journalism Review, and We Are
Everywhere: The Irresistible Rise of Global Anti-Capitalism. A member of Rose City Copwatch in Portland,
Oregon, Williams also authored Our Enemies in Blue (2004).
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From reader reviews:

Gary Sandler:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific American Methods: Torture and
the Logic of Domination book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Kathryn Hill:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take American Methods: Torture and the Logic
of Domination as your daily resource information.

Clyde Okane:

The actual book American Methods: Torture and the Logic of Domination has a lot associated with on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this book.

Karina McDermott:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This American Methods: Torture and the
Logic of Domination is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.
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