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Miles Davis, supremely cool behind his shades. Billie Holiday, eyes closed and head tilted back in full cry.
John Coltrane, one hand behind his neck and a finger held pensively to his lips. These iconic images have
captivated jazz fans nearly as much as the music has. Jazz photographs are visual landmarks in American
history, acting as both a reflection and a vital part of African American culture in a time of immense
upheaval, conflict, and celebration. Charting the development of jazz photography from the swing era of the
1930s to the rise of black nationalism in the ’60s, Blue Notes in Black and White is the first of its kind: a
fascinating account of the partnership between two of the twentieth century’s most innovative art forms.
 
Benjamin Cawthra introduces us to the great jazz photographers—including Gjon Mili, William Gottlieb,
Herman Leonard, Francis Wolff, Roy DeCarava, and William Claxton—and their struggles, hustles, styles,
and creative visions. We also meet their legendary subjects, such as Duke Ellington, sweating through a late-
night jam session for the troops during World War II, and Dizzy Gillespie, stylish in beret, glasses, and
goatee. Cawthra shows us the connections between the photographers, art directors, editors, and record
producers who crafted a look for jazz that would sell magazines and albums. And on the other side of the
lens, he explores how the musicians shaped their public images to further their own financial and political
goals.
 
This mixture of art, commerce, and racial politics resulted in a rich visual legacy that is vividly on display in
Blue Notes in Black and White. Beyond illuminating the aesthetic power of these images, Cawthra ultimately
shows how jazz and its imagery served a crucial function in the struggle for civil rights, making African
Americans proudly, powerfully visible.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Brown:

Typically the book Blue Notes in Black and White: Photography and Jazz has a lot associated with on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Lucas Florio:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Blue Notes in Black and White:
Photography and Jazz that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Blue Notes in Black and White: Photography and Jazz
become your own starter.

Timothy Grill:

This Blue Notes in Black and White: Photography and Jazz is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Blue Notes
in Black and White: Photography and Jazz can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Annie Hiatt:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Blue Notes in Black and White: Photography and Jazz
was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Blue Notes in Black and White:
Photography and Jazz has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading in which.
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