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This remarkable description of Jamaica in the late 1680s was written by a contemporary English observer,
John Taylor, who spent some months on the island. The original manuscript is held by the National Library
of Jamaica, and has rarely been used by scholars. It contains information about Jamaica under the Spaniards,
about the English invasion of 1655 and about the formation of the subsequent society, including the
treatment of slaves. There are sections on the island's settlement and architecture, including a particularly full
description of Port Royal. John Taylor sets out fifty current laws, many of them unknown to other such
collections. He also carefully explains the nature of Jamaica's birds, beasts and plants. Taylor offers an image
of the island before the general spread of sugar cultivation, citing some creatures now extinct in Jamaica; he
also makes many suggestions about the medical use of natural products. His world is still one in which
certain places are enchanted, though he also describes an island whose main features will be entirely familiar
to modern Jamaicans. Buisseret's meticulous work on this manuscript has taken over twenty years and he
provides an annotated version of the manuscript, which was originally more than 850 pages and was in three
volumes. This edition covers the second half of volume 1 and the whole of volume 2, providing a rich
tapestry of Taylor's observations and notes on Jamaica. Most of the remaining manuscript contains
autobiographical material and nautical logs. Buisseret's edition provides an annotation and a glossary. The
text will be useful to generations of scholars and students alike or to anyone with an interest in Jamaica and
itscolorful history. Co-published with the the National Library of Jamaica and the Mill Press.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Scott:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get before. The Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica
giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for
your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Brian Crafton:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be study. Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica can be
your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

James Rogers:

Beside this Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica in your phone, it
might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National Library
of Jamaica because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do
not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find
this book and also read it from right now!

Ana Gaskill:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Jamaica in 1687: The
Taylor Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica.
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