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A comprehensive treatment of visionary experience in some of the main texts of Jewish mysticism, this book
reveals the overwhelmingly visual nature of religious experience in Jewish spirituality from antiquity
through the late Middle Ages. Using phenomenological and critical historical tools, Wolfson examines
Jewish mystical texts from late antiquity, pre-kabbalistic sources from the tenth to the twelfth centuries, and
twelfth- and thirteenth-century kabbalistic literature. His work demonstrates that the sense of sight assumes
an epistemic priority in these writings, reflecting and building upon those scriptural passages that affirm the
visual nature of revelatory experience. Moreover, the author reveals an androcentric eroticism in the scopic
mentality of Jewish mystics, which placed the externalized and representable form, the phallus, at the center
of the visual encounter.

In the visionary experience, as Wolfson describes it, imagination serves a primary function, transmuting
sensory data and rational concepts into symbols of those things beyond sense and reason. In this view, the
experience of a vision is inseparable from the process of interpretation. Fundamentally challenging the
conventional distinction between experience and exegesis, revelation and interpretation, Wolfson argues that
for the mystics themselves, the study of texts occasioned a visual experience of the divine located in the
imagination of the mystical interpreter. Thus he shows how Jewish mystics preserved the invisible
transcendence of God without doing away with the visual dimension of belief.
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From reader reviews:

Tony You:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Through a Speculum
That Shines? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Michelle Mills:

The book Through a Speculum That Shines give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Through a Speculum That
Shines to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a
reserve Through a Speculum That Shines. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

James Bassler:

The book with title Through a Speculum That Shines includes a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Gregory Medina:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is
Through a Speculum That Shines this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes
this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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