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Although cultural diplomacy has become an increasingly fashionable term embraced by academics, foreign-
service personnel, and private sector commercial and cultural interests, the very practice of this idea remains
conspicuously challenging to define. This book takes on this problem, advancing a new understanding of
cultural diplomacy that results from a historical investigation of a single area of government and private
sector partnership, and what became in the mid-twentieth century the most prominent manifestation of this
alliance—the cultural exhibitions sent abroad to “tell America’s story” with the goal of “winning hearts and
minds.”

To illustrate this point, selected exhibitions and the intentions of the policymakers who proposed them are
interrogated for the first time beside archival documentation, writings from the history of design, advertising,
science, as well as art historical and museum studies theories that address various aspects of the history of
collecting and display, all of which explore the reality of how these exhibitions were conceived and prepared
for foreign audiences. Most importantly, personal interviews with the designers and government
representatives responsible for the ultimate appearance of these events upturn preconceived notions of how
these events came to be. Seventy-five photographs from the exhibits make this history come alive.

Through this discussion these questions are answered: What was America showing of itself through these
exhibitions? And, more urgently, what do these exhibitions tell us about U.S. interest in verisimilitude?

This investigation spans the crucial years of American exhibitions abroad (1955-1975), beginning with the
formation of an official system of exhibiting American commercial wares and political ideas at trade fairs,
through official exchanges with the U.S.S.R., to pavilions at world's fairs, and finally to museum exhibitions
that signaled a return to the display of founding American values. They are thus complex ideological
symbols in which concepts of national identity, globalization, technology, consumerism, design, and image
management both coincided and clashed. The investigation of these exhibitions enhances the understanding
of a significant chapter of U.S. cultural diplomacy at the height of the Cold War and how America constantly
reimagined itself.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Borrelli:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept U.S.
International Exhibitions during the Cold War: Winning Hearts and Minds through Cultural Diplomacy
suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled U.S.
International Exhibitions during the Cold War: Winning Hearts and Minds through Cultural Diplomacyis one
of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this book.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Shirley Henderson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this U.S. International
Exhibitions during the Cold War: Winning Hearts and Minds through Cultural Diplomacy.

Jerry Lyon:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love U.S. International Exhibitions during the
Cold War: Winning Hearts and Minds through Cultural Diplomacy, you could enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Louis Chavez:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be U.S. International Exhibitions during the Cold War: Winning
Hearts and Minds through Cultural Diplomacy why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with



regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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