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Since its inception, French opera has embraced dance, yet all too often operatic dancing is treated as mere
decoration. Dance and Drama in French Baroque Opera exposes the multiple and meaningful roles that
dance has played, starting from Jean-Baptiste Lully's first opera in 1672. It counters prevailing notions in
operatic historiography that dance was parenthetical and presents compelling evidence that the
divertissement - present in every act of every opera - is essential to understanding the work. The book
considers the operas of Lully - his lighter works as well as his tragedies - and the 46-year period between the
death of Lully and the arrival of Rameau, when influences from the commedia dell'arte and other theatres
began to inflect French operatic practices. It explores the intersections of musical, textual, choreographic and
staging practices at a complex institution - the Académie Royale de Musique - which upheld as a
fundamental aesthetic principle the integration of dance into opera.
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From reader reviews:

William Fugate:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Dance and Drama in French Baroque Opera:
A History (Cambridge Studies in Opera) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Douglas Wyss:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Dance and Drama in French Baroque
Opera: A History (Cambridge Studies in Opera) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Dennis Taylor:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Dance and Drama in French Baroque Opera: A History
(Cambridge Studies in Opera) as your daily resource information.

Helen Noyola:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the book untitled Dance and Drama in French Baroque Opera: A History (Cambridge Studies
in Opera) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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