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One of the most important dance artists of the twentieth century, dancer and choreographer Katherine
Dunham (1909-2006) created works that thrilled audiences the world over. As an African American woman,
she broke barriers of race and gender, most notably as the founder of an important dance company that
toured the United States, Latin America, Europe, Asia, and Australia for several decades. Through both her
company and her schools, she influenced generations of performers for years to come, from Alvin Ailey to
Marlon Brando to Eartha Kitt. Dunham was also one of the first choreographers to conduct anthropological
research about dance and translate her findings for the theatrical stage.

Katherine Dunham: Dance and the African Diaspora makes the argument that Dunham was more than a
dancer-she was an intellectual and activist committed to using dance to fight for racial justice. Dunham saw
dance as a tool of liberation, as a way for people of African descent to reclaim their history and forge a new
future. She put her theories into motion not only through performance, but also through education,
scholarship, travel, and choices about her own life.

Author Joanna Dee Das examines how Dunham struggled to balance artistic dreams, personal desires,
economic needs, and political commitments in the face of racism and sexism. The book analyzes Dunham's
multiple spheres of engagement, assessing her dance performances as a form of black feminist protest while
also presenting new material about her schools in New York and East St. Louis, her work in Haiti, and her
network of interlocutors that included figures as diverse as ballet choreographer George Balanchine and
Senegalese president Léopold Sédar Senghor. It traces Dunham's influence over the course of several
decades from the New Negro Movement of the 1920s to the Black Power Movement of the late 1960s and
beyond.

By drawing on a vast, never-utilized trove of archival materials along with oral histories, choreographic
analysis, and embodied research, Katherine Dunham: Dance and the African Diaspora offers new insight
about how this remarkable woman built political solidarity through the arts.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Drake:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Katherine Dunham: Dance and the African Diaspora.

Warren Zeigler:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Katherine Dunham: Dance and the African Diaspora can be very good
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Allen Reilley:

Katherine Dunham: Dance and the African Diaspora can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Katherine Dunham:
Dance and the African Diaspora yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Lynette Petree:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Katherine Dunham: Dance and the African Diaspora why because
the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.
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