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In urban American school systems, the children of recent immigrants and low-income parents of color
disproportionately suffer from overcrowded classrooms, lack of access to educational resources, and
underqualified teachers. The challenges posed by these problems demand creative solutions that must often
begin with parental intervention. But how can parents without college educations, American citizenship,
English literacy skills, or economic stability organize to initiate change on behalf of their children and their
community?

In Mothers United, Andrea Dyrness chronicles the experiences of five Latina immigrant mothers in Oakland,
California—one of the most troubled urban school districts in the country—as they become informed and
engaged advocates for their children’s education. These women, who called themselves “Madres Unidas”
(“Mothers United”), joined a neighborhood group of teachers and parents to plan a new, small, and
autonomous neighborhood-based school to replace the overcrowded Whitman School. Collaborating with the
author, among others, to conduct interviews and focus groups with teachers, parents, and students, these
mothers moved from isolation and marginality to take on unfamiliar roles as researchers and community
activists while facing resistance from within the local school district.

Mothers United illuminates the mothers’ journey to create their own space—centered around the kitchen
table—that enhanced their capacity to improve their children’s lives. At the same time, Dyrness critiques
how community organizers, teachers, and educational policy makers, despite their democratic rhetoric,
repeatedly asserted their right as “experts,” reproducing the injustice they hoped to overcome. A powerful,
inspiring story about self-learning, consciousness-raising, and empowerment, Mothers United offers
important lessons for school reform movements everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Gaston:

The book Mothers United: An Immigrant Struggle for Socially Just Education make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Mothers United: An Immigrant Struggle for Socially Just Education for being your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open and read a guide Mothers United: An Immigrant Struggle for
Socially Just Education. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Amanda Despain:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book Mothers United: An Immigrant Struggle for Socially Just Education it is
very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
features high quality.

Carol Anthony:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be go through. Mothers United: An Immigrant Struggle for Socially Just Education can be your
answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Ruby Chartrand:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Mothers United: An Immigrant Struggle
for Socially Just Education which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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