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In the second edition of The U.S. Congress, Donald A. Ritchie, a congressional historian for more than thirty
years, takes readers on a fascinating, behind-the-scenes tour of Capitol Hill, pointing out the key players,
explaining their behavior, and translating parliamentary language into plain English. No mere civics lesson,
this eye-opening book provides an insider's perspective on Congress, matched with a professional historian's
analytical insight.

After a swift survey of the creation of Congress by the constitutional convention, he begins to unscrew the
nuts and pull out the bolts. What is it like to campaign for Congress? To attract large donors? To enter either
house with no seniority? He answers these questions and more, explaining committee assignments and
committee work, the role of staffers and lobbyists, floor proceedings, parliamentary rules, and coalition
building.

Ritchie explores the great effort put into constituent service-as representatives and senators respond to
requests from groups and individuals-as well as media relations and news coverage. He also explores how
the grand concepts we all know from civics class--checks and balances, advise and consent, congressional
oversight--work in practice in an age of strong presidents and a muscular Senate minority.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The U.S. Congress: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions). All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Marie Avis:

The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The U.S.
Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great
information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Eli Gaddy:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The U.S. Congress: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.

Myrta Bundy:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The U.S. Congress: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?
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