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From the Bronze Age mariners of the Mediterranean to contemporary sailors using satellite-based
technologies, the history of navigation at sea, the art of finding a position and setting a course, is fascinating.
The scientific and technological developments that have enabled accurate measurements of position were
central to exploration, trade, and the opening up of new continents, and the resulting journeys taken under
their influence have had a profound influence on world history.

In this Very Short Introduction Jim Bennett looks at the history of navigation, starting with the distinctive
cultures of navigation that are defined geographically - the Mediterranean Sea, and the Pacific, Indian, and
Atlantic Oceans. He shows how the adoption of mathematical methods, the use of instruments, the writing of
textbooks and the publication of charts all combined to create a more standardized practice. Methods such as
longitude-finding by chronometer and lunar distance were complemented by the routine business of
recording courses and reckoning position 'by account'. Bennett also introduces the incredible array of
instruments relied on by sailors, from astrolabes, sextants, and chronometers, to our more modern radio
receivers, electronic equipment, and charts, and highlights the crucial role played by the individual qualities
of endeavor and resourcefulness from mathematicians, scientists, and seamen in finding their way at sea. The
story of navigation combines the societal, the technical, and the human, and it was vital for shaping the
modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Jerome Chisolm:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Navigation: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Shawn Howe:

Often the book Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

John Stewart:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them
is this Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Vickie Duke:

The book with title Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information
the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.
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