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Is there a peculiarly English ‘look' and if so how does one define it?

From the 'traditional' dress of the Victorian rural working class through to the contemporary collections of
Vivienne Westwood and a younger generation of London-based designers, notions of Englishness, either real
or imagined, have always been at play in considerations of English fashion and clothing. This provocative
book explores how far these fraught ideals can be applied to the dress of the past and present. English
expressions of taste and creativity have had a profound influence on style over the last three centuries, and
the pursuit and subversion of an English 'look' have shaped conceptions of fashionability from the
pastoralism of the eighteenth-century through to the eras of Twiggy, Punk and beyond. But are these simply
stereotypical characterizations that relate to an imagined 'Englishness', or is there some concrete basis for
them? If the former, what has led to their development? If the latter, what definitions can be employed to
unravel such complicated conceptions of national identity? What role has social decorum played in
developing an 'English' style, and is this preoccupation with etiquette in fact unique to England ?

With chapters authored by leading scholars in the fields of costume history, social history and cultural
studies, this is the first book to examine the ways in which fashion and dress might be considered in the
context of national identities as they apply in England. Presenting an overview of how particular designers
and consumer groups have striven to present or contest versions of Englishness through clothing from the
18th through to the 21st centuries, it will fascinate anyone interested in dress history, national and ethnic
identity or English cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Brown:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since
just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need that The Englishness of English Dress to read.

Fred Swett:

Exactly why? Because this The Englishness of English Dress is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Johanna Land:

Beside this specific The Englishness of English Dress in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
The Englishness of English Dress because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Harold Phillips:

You can obtain this The Englishness of English Dress by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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