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In Renaissance Rome, ancient ruins were preserved as often as they were mined for their materials. Although
the question of what to preserve and how continued to be subject to debate, preservation acquired renewed
force and urgency in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries as the new papal capital rose upon the ruins of the
ancient city. Preservation practices became more focused and effective in Renaissance Rome than ever
before.

The Ruin of the Eternal City offers a new interpretation of the ongoing life of ancient buildings within the
expanding early modern city. While historians and archaeologists have long affirmed that early modern
builders disregarded the protection of antiquity, this study provides the first systematic analysis of
preservation problems as perceived by the Renaissance popes, the civic magistrates, and ordinary citizens.
Based on new evidence and recent conservation theory, this compelling study explores how civic officials
balanced the defense of specific sites against the pressing demands imposed by population growth,
circulation, and notions of urban decorum. Above all, the preservation of antiquity remained an
indispensable tool to advance competing political agendas in the papal capital. A broad range of preservation
policies and practices are examined at the half-ruined Colosseum, the intact Pantheon, and the little-known
but essential Renaissance bridge known as the Ponte Santa Maria.

Rome has always incorporated change in light of its glorious past as well as in the more pragmatic context of
contemporary development. Such an investigation not only reveals the complexity of preservation as a
contested practice, but also challenges us to rethink the way people in the past understood history itself.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Ruin of the Eternal City: Antiquity and Preservation
in Renaissance Rome will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with
you?

Thomas Welty:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel.
Typically the The Ruin of the Eternal City: Antiquity and Preservation in Renaissance Rome is kind of book
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Neil Owens:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book The Ruin of the Eternal City: Antiquity and
Preservation in Renaissance Rome it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
to fund but this book provides high quality.

Judy Williams:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore this The Ruin of the Eternal City: Antiquity and Preservation in Renaissance
Rome can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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