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Theodor W. Adorno (1903-69) was one of the foremost philosophers and social theorists of the post-war
period. Crucial to the development of Critical Theory, his highly original and distinctive but often difficult
writings not only advance questions of fundamental philosophical significance, but provide deep-reaching
analyses of literature, art, music sociology and political theory.

In this comprehensive introduction, Brian O’Connor explains Adorno’s philosophy for those coming to his
work for the first time, through original new lines of interpretation. Beginning with an overview of Adorno’s
life and key philosophical views and influences, which contextualizes the intellectual environment in which
he worked, O’Connor assesses the central elements of Adorno’s philosophy.

He carefully examines Adorno’s distinctive style of analysis and shows how much of his work is a critical
response to the various forms of identity thinking that have underpinned the destructive forces of modernity.
He goes on to discuss the main areas of Adorno’s philosophy: social theory, the philosophy of experience,
metaphysics, morality and aesthetics; setting out detailed accounts of Adorno’s notions of the dialectic of
Enlightenment, reification, totality, mediation, identity, nonidentity, experience, negative dialectics,
immanence, freedom, autonomy, imitation and autonomy in art. The final chapter considers Adorno’s
philosophical legacy and importance today.

Including a chronology, glossary, chapter summaries, and suggestions for further reading, Adorno is an ideal
introduction to this demanding but important thinker, and essential reading for students of philosophy,
literature, sociology and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Adorno (The Routledge
Philosophers) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Annie Hendricks:

The experience that you get from Adorno (The Routledge Philosophers) is a more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to understand but Adorno (The Routledge Philosophers) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read that
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Adorno (The Routledge Philosophers) instantly.

Nettie Powers:

The book with title Adorno (The Routledge Philosophers) contains a lot of information that you can find out
it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Laura Bradberry:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Adorno (The Routledge Philosophers) or
perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book
likes Adorno (The Routledge Philosophers) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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