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Character and Culture by Irving Babbitt is the latest volume in the Library of Conservative Thought. Babbitt
was the leader of the twentieth-century intellectual and cultural movement called American Humanism or the
New Humanism. More than half a century after his death his intellectual staying power remains
undiminished. The qualities that marked Irving Babbitt as a thinker and cultural critic of the first rank are
richly represented in Character and Culture. First published togetherin 1940 (under the misleading title
Spanish Character), these essays span his scholarly career and cover a wide range of subjects. The diverse
topics discussed here—aesthetics, ethics, religion, politics, literature—are illuminated by the same unifying
vision of human existence that informs and structures all of Babbitt's writing.

Babbitt never took up a subject out of idle curiosity. All of his books and articles grew out of a desire to
address certain fundamental questions of life and letters. The essaysin this volume are as worthy of attention
now as when they were originally written. Set in then- philosophical and historical context by Claes G. Ryn's
new introduction, they are a good place to start for persons who wish to acquaint themselves not only with
Babbitt's central ideas but with the scope of his mind and interests. Readers familiar with other books by
Babbitt may recognize particular ideas and formulations but will also find much new material to ponder.

Ryn's introduction provides a comprehensive look at Irving Babbitt's life, career, writings, and influence. He
shows how Babbitt has survived and sustained often harsh criticism from representatives of dominant trends.
Ryn describes his writing style as having "a kind of rugged American elegance." The substantial critical
introduction also elucidates Babbitt's central ideas in relation to the volume. Character and Culture will be
of interest to scholars of literature, philosophers, historians, theologians, and political theorists. The
extensive index to all of Babbitt's books, including this one, increases the value of the volume.
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From reader reviews:

Sara Pacheco:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Character and Culture: Essays on East and West (Library of Conservative Thought).

Jeffrey Lambert:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Character and Culture: Essays
on East and West (Library of Conservative Thought) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's view.

Elizabeth Morris:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This specific Character and Culture: Essays on East and West (Library
of Conservative Thought) can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Character and
Culture: Essays on East and West (Library of Conservative Thought).

Lillian Burbank:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Character and Culture: Essays on East and West (Library of
Conservative Thought) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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