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Although the questions of modernity and postmodernity are debated as frequently in the Caribbean as in
other cultural zones, the Enlightenment?generally considered the origin of European modernity?is rarely
discussed as such in the Caribbean context. Paul B. Miller constellates modern Caribbean writers of varying
national and linguistic traditions whose common thread is their representation of the Enlightenment and the
Age of Revolution in the Caribbean. In a comparative reading of such writers as Alejo Carpentier (Cuba), C.
L. R. James (Trinidad), Marie Chauvet (Haiti), Maryse Condé (Guadeloupe), Reinaldo Arenas (Cuba), and
Edgardo Rodríguez Juliá (Puerto Rico), Miller shows how these authors deploy their historical imagination
in order to assess and reevaluate the elusive and often conflicted origins of their own modernity.

Miller documents the conceptual and ideological shift from an earlier generation of writers to a more recent
one whose narrative strategies bear a strong resemblance to postmodern cultural practices, including the use
of parody in targeting their discursive predecessors, the questioning of Enlightenment assumptions, and a
suspicion regarding the dialectical unfolding of history as their precursors understood it. By positing the
Cuban Revolution as a dividing line between the earlier generation and their postmodern successors, Miller
confers a Caribbean specificity upon the commonplace notion of postmodernity.

The dual advantage of Elusive Origins's thematic specificity coupled with its inclusiveness allows a
reflection on canonical writers in conjunction with lesser-known figures. Furthermore, the inclusion of
Francophone and Anglophone writers in addition to those from the Hispanic Caribbean opens up the volume
geographically, linguistically, and nationally, expanding its contribution to a nonessentialist understanding of
the Caribbean in a Latin American, Atlantic, and global context.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Ashton:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Elusive Origins: The Enlightenment in
the Modern Caribbean Historical Imagination (New World Studies) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Margaretta Lee:

The reserve with title Elusive Origins: The Enlightenment in the Modern Caribbean Historical Imagination
(New World Studies) contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after
read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Kenny Crowther:

The book untitled Elusive Origins: The Enlightenment in the Modern Caribbean Historical Imagination
(New World Studies) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
the item. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Hattie Godfrey:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Elusive Origins: The Enlightenment in the Modern
Caribbean Historical Imagination (New World Studies) can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a
look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? Let us have Elusive Origins: The Enlightenment in the Modern Caribbean Historical Imagination
(New World Studies).
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