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A provocative, interdisciplinary study of nuns on the big screen, from The Bells of St. Mary's (1945) to
Doubt (2008), that shines fresh light on the cinematic nun as a woman and a religious in the twentieth
century.

Ingrid Bergman's engaging screen performance as Sister Mary Benedict in The Bells of St. Mary's made the
film nun a star and her character a shining standard of comparison. She represented the religious life as the
happy and rewarding choice of a modern woman who had a "complete understanding" of both erotic and
spiritual desire. How did this vibrant and mature nun figure come to be viewed as girlish and naive? Why
have she and her cinematic sisters in postwar popular film so often been stereotyped or selectively
analyzed, so seldom been seen as women and religious?

In Veiled Desires--a unique full-length, in-depth study of nuns in film--Maureen Sabine explores these
questions in a groundbreaking interdisciplinary study covering more than sixty years of cinema. She
looks at an impressive breadth of films in which the nun features as an ardent lead character, including The
Bells of St. Mary's (1945), Black Narcissus (1947), Heaven Knows, Mr. Allison (1957), Sea Wife (1957), The
Nun's Story (1959), The Sound of Music (1965), Change of Habit (1969), In This House of Brede (1975),
Agnes of God (1985), Dead Man Walking (1995), and Doubt (2008).

Veiled Desires considers how the beautiful and charismatic stars who play chaste nuns, from Ingrid
Bergman and Audrey Hepburn to Susan Sarandon and Meryl Streep, call attention to desires that the veil
concealed and the habit was thought to stifle. In a theologically and psychoanalytically informed argument,
Sabine responds to the critics who have pigeonholed the film nun as the obedient daughter and religious
handmaiden of a patriarchal church, and the respectful audience who revered her as an icon of spiritual
perfection. She provides a framework for a more complex and holistic picture of nuns on screen by
showing how the films dramatize these women's Christian call to serve, sacrifice, and dedicate
themselves to God, and their erotic desire for intimacy, agency, achievement, and fulfillment.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called
Veiled Desires: Intimate Portrayals of Nuns in Postwar Anglo-American Film? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Raymond Garza:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Veiled Desires: Intimate Portrayals of Nuns in Postwar Anglo-American Film your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Veiled Desires: Intimate Portrayals of Nuns in
Postwar Anglo-American Film giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Kayla Merritt:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is Veiled Desires: Intimate Portrayals of Nuns in Postwar Anglo-
American Film. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Ellis Pauling:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Veiled Desires: Intimate Portrayals of Nuns in Postwar
Anglo-American Film was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Veiled
Desires: Intimate Portrayals of Nuns in Postwar Anglo-American Film has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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