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From the acclaimed author of The Man Without a Face, the previously untold story of the Jews in twentieth-
century Russia that reveals the complex, strange, and heart-wrenching truth behind the familiar narrative that
begins with pogroms and ends with emigration.

In 1929, the Soviet government set aside a sparsely populated area in the Soviet Far East for settlement by
Jews. The place was called Birobidzhan.The idea of an autonomous Jewish region was championed by
Jewish Communists, Yiddishists, and intellectuals, who envisioned a haven of post-oppression Jewish
culture. By the mid-1930s tens of thousands of Soviet Jews, as well as about a thousand Jews from abroad,
had moved there. The state-building ended quickly, in the late 1930s, with arrests and purges instigated by
Stalin. But after the Second World War, Birobidzhan received another influx of Jews—those who had been
dispossessed by the war. In the late 1940s a second wave of arrests and imprisonments swept through the
area, traumatizing Birobidzhan’s Jews into silence and effectively shutting down most of the Jewish cultural
enterprises that had been created. Where the Jews Aren’t is a haunting account of the dream of
Birobidzhan—and how it became the cracked and crooked mirror in which we can see the true story of the
Jews in twentieth-century Russia.

(Part of the Jewish Encounters series) 
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From reader reviews:

Gonzalo Barnes:

The book Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish Autonomous
Region (Jewish Encounters Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad
and Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series)? A few
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and
Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series) has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Matthew Gregg:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Where
the Jews Aren't: The Sad and Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish Autonomous Region (Jewish
Encounters Series), you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Calvin Cline:

The book untitled Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish
Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author gives
you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Ernestine Pagan:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books



in the top collection in your reading list is actually Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and Absurd Story of
Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series). This book which is qualified
as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this book
you can get many advantages.
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