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Finalist for the Charlotte Mew Prize

Acid and Tender is rich with music, vivid detail and the tensions suggested in the title. The poems that
explore Frida Kahlo’s life and art mirror her surreal imagery and passion, a worthy homage. Jen Rouse gets
to the heart of both poetry and painting when she writes, I paint/ the flowers so they/ will not die.
—Ellen Bass, Judge of the Charlotte Mew Prize

Jen Rouse’s poems are the dark and delightful imaginings of a born fairytale maker. Into the woods we go,
there to find a girl with a hummingbird head, a resurrected Frida, a pair of small ruthless kings, a phoenix in
a coffee shop, blow darts, knives, wings of Jurassic proportion. All is fabulous, all is makebelieve. Or not.
Reader: read carefully. These poems walk the blood edge of real.
—Maureen Seaton, Author of Fibonacci Batman: New & Selected Poems

Jen Rouse’s Acid and Tender embraces the tragic myth of Frida Kahlo—though not through the artist’s
biography. Instead, this poet approaches the iconography of Kahlo’s paintings as if crafting intercessory
prayers to the feminist icon. The poetry then shifts from art historical references to a personal journey that
indulges the memories of being a mother, daughter, and granddaughter confronted by mythic figures. Such
abstract memories, in turn, leave her readers incessantly craving more of that sweet nectar sought by the
hummingbird that weaves its way through Rouse’s collection.
—Christina Morris Penn-Goetsch, Professor of Art History, Cornell College
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From reader reviews:

Edna Garza:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Acid and Tender?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Jaime Leflore:

The book Acid and Tender can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Acid and Tender? Several of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Acid and Tender has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Kenneth Allen:

The actual book Acid and Tender has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write
this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Edgar Villanueva:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
study. Acid and Tender can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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