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Botanical, a new series from Reaktion, is the first to integrate horticultural writing with a broader account of
the cultural and social impact of plants. Oak, one of the first two books in the series, narrates the biography
of the tree that since time immemorial has been a symbol of loyalty, strength, generosity, and renewal. Peter
Young explores how the oak, native to the northern hemisphere and found in locations as diverse as the
Americas and tropical Asia, has played an important role in state-building, art, folk tales, poems, and songs.
 
Starting with the pagan societies that venerated the oak, Young examines how the tree was used in other
religions, revealing how it was believed to be a gateway between worlds in Celtic mythology and later
became sacred to Thor in Norse mythology. He follows the oak as it was adopted by many Western
European countries as a national symbol, including England, France, and Germany. The United States
Congress designated the oak as America’s national tree in 2004, and it is the state tree of Iowa, Connecticut,
Illinois, Maryland, New Jersey, and Georgia. Individual oak trees have also gained historical importance,
such as the Charter Oak in Hartford, Connecticut, which became a symbol of American independence. In
addition to tracing the history of the tree itself, Young investigates oak as a wood used to make furniture,
bridges, wine casks, homes, ships, weapons, and even the electric chair, and he describes how the tree has
been used as a food source—its fruit, the acorn, was eaten in ancient Greece, ancient Iberia, and Korea, and
it was a traditional food of Native Americans.
 
Packed with information and beautiful illustrations, Oak tells the fascinating tale of this stately, durable
member of the natural world.
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From reader reviews:

Shalon Dougherty:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Oak (Botanical). Try to stumble through book Oak
(Botanical) as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Monica Bonner:

This Oak (Botanical) are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Oak (Botanical) can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Oak (Botanical) forcing you to have
an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Hugo Carter:

The e-book with title Oak (Botanical) posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a
lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Gary Lund:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top list in
your reading list is actually Oak (Botanical). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get
you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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