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The Russian formalists emerged from the Russian Revolution with ideas about the independence of
literature. They enjoyed that independence until Stalin shut them down. By then, however, they had
produced essays that remain among the best defenses ever written for both literature and its theory.

Included here are four essays representing key pointsin the formalists’ short history. Victor Shklovsky’s
pioneering “Art as Technique” (1917) defines the literary as away to make us see familiar things asif for the
first time. His 1921 essay on Tristram Shandy makes that eccentric novel the centerpiece for atheory of
narrative. A section from Boris Tomashevsky’s “ Thematics’ (1925) inventories the elements of stories. In
“The Theory of the *Formal Method'” (1927), Boris Eichenbaum defends Russian Formalism against various
attacks. An able champion, he describes Formalism'’s evolution, notes its major figures and works, clears
away decayed axioms, and rescues literature from “primitive historicism” and other dangers.

These essays set a course for literary studiesthat led to Prague structuralism, French semiotics, and

postmodern poetics. Russian Formalist Criticism has been honored as a Choice Outstanding Academic Book
of the Year by the American Library Association.
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From reader reviews:
Mike Greene:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second
Edition. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second Edition. Y ou can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open abook or perhaps searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Willie Dreher:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second Edition your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second
Edition giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data
for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Paul Simpson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like
Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second Edition which is getting the e-book version. So, try out
this book? Let's see.

Wendy Kroll:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book isa set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second Edition was
filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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