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You can discover Japanese art like no other. Originally created by the artists of the ukiyo-e school of the
floating world to advertise brothels in 17th-century Yoshiwara, these popular spring pictures (shunga)
transcended class and gender in Japan for almost 300 years. These tender, humorous and brightly coloured
pieces celebrate sexual pleasure in all its forms, culminating in the beautiful, yet graphic, work of iconic
artists Utamaro, Hokusai and Kunisada. This catalogue of a major international exhibition aims to answer
some key questions about what shunga is and why was it produced. Erotic Japanese art was heavily
suppressed in Japan from the 1870s onwards as part of a process of cultural modernisation that imported
many contemporary western moral values. Only in the last twenty years or so has it been possible to publish
unexpurgated examples in Japan and this ground-breaking publication presents this fascinating art in its
historical and cultural context for the first time. Within Japan, shunga has continued to influence modern
forms of art, including manga, anime and Japanese tattoo art. Drawing on the latest scholarship and featuring
over 400 images of works from major public and private collections, this landmark book sheds new light on
this unique art form within Japanese social and cultural history. Shunga: sex and pleasure in Japanese art is
published to accompany an exhibition at the British Museum from October 2013 to January 2014.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Collins:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Shunga: Sex and Pleasure in Japanese Art. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book
Shunga: Sex and Pleasure in Japanese Art. You can add information and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Royce Britton:

The guide untitled Shunga: Sex and Pleasure in Japanese Art is the publication that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when
write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
will get the e-book of Shunga: Sex and Pleasure in Japanese Art from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

Ernesto Harrell:

Precisely why? Because this Shunga: Sex and Pleasure in Japanese Art is an unordinary book that the inside
of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Estela Gillard:

Shunga: Sex and Pleasure in Japanese Art can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Shunga: Sex and Pleasure
in Japanese Art however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.
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