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Simple Rules is a new kind of builder handbook / design guide.

Inspired by long forgotten sources, the design content included here--timeless composition principles,
elegant proportional systems, building techniques and formulas for making buildings more beautiful--is
intended as a guide for the modern builder who cares about aesthetics and meaning as much or more than the
bottom line.

In this small guide a few select concepts and techniques, salvaged mostly from 18th, 19th and early 20th
century builder pocket references and architectural guides, have been resurrected and abridged--or
interpreted where possible--for practical use by the 21st century architect and homebuilder. Simple building
principles and conventions included here were used in the past to make places that were at once familiar and
meaningful, sensible and beautiful.

The design concepts are equally applicable to modern design. In fact, they are intended to serve as
archetypes for a new modern architecture, to free builders from the need to simply replicate old styles.

Sample Rules:

simple RULE 1 STRENGTH, UTILITY, AND BEAUTY
"All architecture should possess strength, utility, and beauty." ~Marcus Vitruvius Pollio Strength arises from
carrying down the foundations to a good solid bottom, and from making a proper choice of materials without
parsimony. † Utility arises from a judicious distribution of the parts, so that their purposes be duly answered,
and that each have its proper situation. Beauty is produced by the pleasing appearance and good taste of the
whole, and by the dimensions of all the parts being duly proportioned to each other.
†parsimony: economy of means, cost-cutting
~Marcus Vitruvius Pollio De Architectura, Book

STRENGTH, UTILITY, AND BEAUTY "As one principal figure should always stand out as the foremost,
...to which all subordinate purposes should contribute and lend their aid. "

simple RULE 5 THREE DIMENSIONALITY
"Always keep in mind the perspective appearance when designing the exterior of a detached building, and
not merely the front elevation." ~ Richard Brown, Architect

THREE DIMENSIONALITY "From every possible view a really good building must have balance..." ~
Talbot Hamlin (image) equal distribution of detail and composition front and side, same roof form repeated,
smaller side porch compliments front porch

THREE DIMENSIONALITY "...imagine the building as it appears to a person walking all around it... From
every possible view a really good building must have balance, and this accounts for the comparative failure
of some of our informal American country houses. They seem manifestly to be designed with one view
point, or two, in mind; from these points they are good, perfect in balance and composition, but from other
points the same buildings are a mere hodge-podge, and they lack that little accent on the centre of balance



given by a chimney or flower box, or some little point of interest, that would have made the whole seem
balanced and in repose."
~ Talbot Hamlin The Enjoyment of Architecture

simple RULE 10 LAW OF LEVERAGE
"Masses on one side of an interesting pivotal feature must have counterbalancing masses on the other side;
shapes and positions of the masses themselves affect the balance." ~ Talbot Hamlin

LAW OF LEVERAGE "First, a heavy member close to that interesting feature which expresses the centre of
balance--the pivot, as it were--will counterbalance and be balanced by a long, low, lighter member further
from that point.
Secondly, the shapes and positions of the masses themselves affect the balance. A member that projects
forward always seems heavier than a receding member. (image)
The best place on an "L" type building for the centre of interest is on the long side, near the angle, (the
projecting wing, nearer the eye, seems heavier than the rest, requires a longer portion to balance it.)"
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Arellano:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading through
a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Simple Rules: what the oldtime builders knew.

Viola Waters:

Typically the book Simple Rules: what the oldtime builders knew will bring one to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Simple Rules: what the oldtime builders knew is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Mary Young:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Simple Rules: what the oldtime
builders knew can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Thomas Schroeder:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Simple Rules: what the oldtime builders knew can make you experience
more interested to read.
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