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Mennonite German Soldiers traces the efforts of a small, pacifist, Christian religious minority in eastern
Prussia--the Mennonite communities of the Vistula River basin--to preserve their exemption from military
service, which was based on their religious confession of faith. Conscription was mandatory for nearly all
male Prussian citizens, and the willingness to fight and die for country was essential to the ideals of a
developing German national identity. In this engaging historical narrative, Mark Jantzen describes the
policies of the Prussian federal and regional governments toward the Mennonites over a hundred-year period
and the legal, economic, and social pressures brought to bear on the Mennonites to conform. Mennonite
leaders defended the exemptions of their communities' sons through a long history of petitions and legal
pleas, and sought alternative ways, such as charitable donations, to support the state and prove their loyalty.
Faced with increasingly punitive legal and financial restrictions, as well as widespread social disapproval,
many Mennonites ultimately emigrated, and many others chose to join the German nation at the cost of their
religious tradition.

Jantzen tells the history of the Mennonite experience in Prussian territories against the backdrop of larger
themes of Prussian state-building and the growth of German nationalism. The Mennonites, who lived on the
margins of German society, were also active agents in the long struggle of the state to integrate them. The
public debates over their place in Prussian society shed light on a multi-confessional German past and on the
dissemination of nationalist values.

"What happens when a state acquires a population that is economically valuable but religiously undesirable?
Mark Jantzen has opened up new territory with his absorbing study of a classic case, the Mennonites of the
Vistula Delta in the century between the partition of Poland and the first decade of Bismarck's Reich.
Mennonite German Soldiersundermines more than one Sonderweg and joins the pioneering work of
Benjamin Nathans and Robert Crews (Russia), Selim Deringil and Fikret Adanir (Ottoman Empire), and
Mack Walker and Helmut Walser Smith (Germany) in transforming our understanding of minority-majority
relations in a multi-religious environment. Crisply written and deeply researched, it should be required
reading for graduate seminars in Europe's long nineteenth century, and offers surprises to scholars working
in German, Polish, Russian, and Jewish history." --Margaret Lavinia Anderson, University of California,
Berkeley 

"Mennonite German Soldiers engages several fundamental themes in Prussian/German history through the
transition from early modern to the modern era. This regional study of eastern Prussia focuses on the
Mennonites, a fairly small religious minority, and the author clearly intends the story to be a microcosm for
engaging more basic themes, such as the rise of German nationalism; the intersection of church/state in
modern Europe; the role of the gender/family in state formation; the conflicted emergence of liberal politics.
Similar variations of this story have been told before--focusing on the Jewish Catholic experience--but this is
the first book-length study that focuses on a Christian minority group with the debate over military service
central to its argument." --John D. Roth, Goshen College

"Based on extensive and exacting research, Jantzen shows in intricate detail how Mennonite attitudes toward



the military draft changed over time, and how these changing attitudes reshaped the fundamental fabric of
the Mennonite community. Through this prism, Jantzen also illuminates fundamental questions of modern
nationalism and the connections between nationalism, religion, and everyday life." --Helmut Walser Smith,
Vanderbilt University 
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McKeever:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Mennonite German
Soldiers: Nation, Religion, and Family in the Prussian East, 1772-1880 is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Aurelio Ashley:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book Mennonite German Soldiers: Nation, Religion, and Family in the
Prussian East, 1772-1880 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book features high quality.

Kathleen Duff:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Mennonite German Soldiers: Nation, Religion, and
Family in the Prussian East, 1772-1880, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Gerald Velasco:

This Mennonite German Soldiers: Nation, Religion, and Family in the Prussian East, 1772-1880 is
completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit
of digest in reading this Mennonite German Soldiers: Nation, Religion, and Family in the Prussian East,
1772-1880 can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve



is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and
also knowledge.
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