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Throughout history, human societies have been organized preeminently as territories?politically bounded
regions whose borders define the jurisdiction of laws and the movement of peoples. At a time when the
technologies of globalization are eroding barriers to communication, transportation, and trade, Once Within
Borders explores the fitful evolution of territorial organization as a worldwide practice of human societies.
Master historian Charles S. Maier tracks the epochal changes that have defined territories over five centuries
and draws attention to ideas and technologies that contribute to territoriality’s remarkable resilience.

Territorial boundaries transform geography into history by providing a framework for organizing political
and economic life. But properties of territory?their meanings and applications?have changed considerably
across space and time. In the West, modern territoriality developed in tandem with ideas of sovereignty in
the seventeenth century. Sovereign rulers took steps to fortify their borders, map and privatize the land, and
centralize their sway over the populations and resources within their domain. The arrival of railroads and the
telegraph enabled territorial expansion at home and abroad as well as the extension of control over large
spaces. By the late nineteenth century, the extent of a nation’s territory had become an index of its power,
with overseas colonial possessions augmenting prestige and wealth and redefining territoriality.

Turning to the geopolitical crises of the twentieth century, Maier pays close attention to our present moment,
asking in what ways modern nations and economies still live within borders and to what degree our societies
have moved toward a post-territiorial world.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Orvis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Once Within Borders: Territories of Power, Wealth, and
Belonging since 1500. Try to make the book Once Within Borders: Territories of Power, Wealth, and
Belonging since 1500 as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience
as well as knowledge with this book.

Terry Palladino:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Once Within Borders: Territories of Power, Wealth,
and Belonging since 1500. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important any book Once Within Borders: Territories of Power, Wealth, and Belonging since
1500. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Lawrence Sawyer:

Often the book Once Within Borders: Territories of Power, Wealth, and Belonging since 1500 will bring one
to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Once Within Borders:
Territories of Power, Wealth, and Belonging since 1500 is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Cheryl Bullen:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Once Within Borders: Territories of Power, Wealth,
and Belonging since 1500 why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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