
Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York
City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative

Studies on Ethnicity and Race)
Margaret M. Chin

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=023113309X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=023113309X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=023113309X


Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment
Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and
Race)

Margaret M. Chin

Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative
Studies on Ethnicity and Race) Margaret M. Chin

Many Latino and Chinese women who immigrated to New York City over the past several decades found
work in the garment industry-an industry well known for both hiring immigrants and its harsh working
conditions. In the 1990s, the garment industry was one of the largest immigrant employers in New York City
and workers in Chinese- and Korean-owned factories produced 70 percent of all manufactured clothing in
New York City. Based on extensive interviews with workers and employers, Margaret M. Chin offers a
detailed and complex portrait of the work lives of Chinese and Latino garment workers. Chin, whose mother
and aunts worked in Chinatown's garment industry, also explores how immigration status, family
circumstances, ethnic relations, and gender affect the garment industry workplace. In turn, she analyzes how
these factors affect whom employers hire and what wages and benefits are given to the employees.

Chin's study contrasts the working conditions and hiring practices of Korean- and Chinese-owned factories.
Her comparison of the two practices illuminates how ethnic ties both improve and hinder opportunities for
immigrants. While both sectors take advantage of workers and are characterized by low wages and lax
enforcement of safety regulations-there are crucial differences. In the Chinese sector, owners encourage
employees, almost entirely female, to recruit new workers, especially friends and family. Though Chinese
workers tend to be documented and unionized, this work arrangement allows owners to maintain a more
paternalistic relationship with their employees. Gender also plays a major role in channeling women into the
garment industry, as Chinese immigrants, particularly those with children, tend to maintain traditional gender
roles in the workplace. Korean-owned shops, however, hire mostly undocumented Mexican and Ecuadorian
workers, both male and female. These workers tend not to have children and are thus less tied to traditional
gender roles. Unlike their Chinese counterparts, Korean employers hire workers on their own terms and
would rather not allow current employees to influence their decisions.

Chin's work also provides an overview of the history of the garment industry, examines immigration
strategies, and concludes with a discussion of changes in the industry in the aftermath of 9/11.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Green:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Sewing Women: Immigrants and the
New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race). All type of book
are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Kristen Hamilton:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Sewing Women: Immigrants and the
New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) book as basic and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Marvin Smith:

Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on
Ethnicity and Race) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City
Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) however doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Donna Vandyne:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Sewing Women: Immigrants and
the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) which is
having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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