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On September 26, 1924, the ground collapsed beneath a truck in a back alley in Washington, D.C., revealing
a mysterious underground labyrinth. In spite of wild speculations, the tunnel was not the work of German
spies, but rather an aging, eccentric Smithsonian scientist named Harrison Gray Dyar, Jr. While Dyar's
covert tunneling habits may seem far-fetched, they were merely one of many oddities in Dyar's unbelievable
life.

For the first time, insect biosystematist Marc E. Epstein presents a complete account of Dyar's life story.
Dyar, one of the most influential biologists of the twentieth century, focused his entomological career on
building natural classifications of various groups of insects. His revolutionary approach to taxonomy, which
examined both larval and adult stages of insects, brought about major changes in the scientific community's
understanding of natural relationships and insect systematics. He was also the father of what came to be
known as Dyar's Law, a pragmatic method to standardize information on insect larval stages as they grow.
Over the course of his illustrious career at the U.S. National Museum, Smithsonian Institution from 1897-
1929, Dyar named over 3,000 species, established the "List of North American Lepidoptera," an unrivaled
catalog of moths and butterflies, and built one of the nation's premier lepidoptera and mosquito collections.

However, Dyar's scientific accomplishments are a mere component of this remarkable biography. Epstein
offers an account of Dyar's complicated personal life, from his feuds with fellow entomologists to the
scandalous revelation that he was married to two wives at the same time. Epstein also chronicles Dyar's
exploration of the Baha'i faith, his extensive travels, his innumerable works of unpublished fiction, and the
loss of his wealth from bad investments. Comprehensive and engaging, Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes will
delight entomologists and historians alike, as well as anyone interested in exploring the zany life of one of
America's virtually unknown scientific geniuses.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Love:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day
to reading a e-book. The book Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison G. Dyar, Jr. it
is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high
quality.

Leo Rizer:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison G. Dyar, Jr. your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get ahead of. The Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison G. Dyar,
Jr. giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for
your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

James Kostka:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be examine. Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison G. Dyar, Jr. can be your answer
because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Joel Wall:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is actually Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of
Harrison G. Dyar, Jr.. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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