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Constructed in 1904, the Mississippi State Penitentiary at Parchman covers 20,000 acres, forty-six square
miles, in the heart of the Mississippi Delta. Originally designed like a private plantation without walls or
guard towers, the prison farm has been slowly transformed over the decades into a modern penitentiary. In
1994, photographer R. Kim Rushing was the first outside photographer in Parchman’s history allowed long-
term access to inmates and the chance to photograph them in their cells and living quarters after earning
great trust with his subjects. In Parchman he offers a glimpse of the men incarcerated in this infamous place.
Eighteen volunteer inmates, ranging in custody level from trusty to death row, are presented through images
and their own handwritten letters.

When Rushing started this work, he brought visceral, human questions. What is it like to be an inmate in
Parchman Penitentiary? What happens to an individual there? How does it happen? How do the prisoners
feel about their circumstances? What does it feel like when two people from completely different worlds
look at each other over the top of a camera?

Moving to Ruleville, Mississippi, a small town in the heart of the Delta, Rushing came face to face with the
influence of Parchman State Penitentiary. After becoming known in the area, he was allowed to photograph
inmates for almost four years. These men volunteered and permitted him to photograph them in their cells.
They even shared their written thoughts about their lives and prison conditions. It is particularly fascinating
to see the visible change, or lack thereof, that becomes obvious when viewing portraits separated by two or
three years.

These stark, moving portraits of prisoners attest to the impact of photography. The photos are accompanied
by the prisoners’ stories, told in their own words. Together the images and words provide the most complete
understanding of Parchman ever published.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Battle:

The book Parchman can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the good thing like a book Parchman? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book Parchman has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ruth Haddock:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book Parchman has been making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Parchman
is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book
Parchman. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Christopher Melendez:

The e-book untitled Parchman is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Parchman from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Josephine Draughn:

Exactly why? Because this Parchman is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way.
So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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