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The Nature of the Farm is a theoretical and empirical study of contracts and organization in agriculture based
on the transaction cost framework. Transaction costs are important in agriculture because nature (for
example, seasonality, weather, pests) plays such a critical role in determining output and limiting the ability
of farmers to specialize. The book develops specific models and tests the implications of those models
against data sets from across North American agriculture, as well as against historical case studies such as
eighteenth-century European land contracts and the late nineteenth-century Bonanza farms in the United
States.

The book is organized in three parts. Part I examines the classic question of what determines the optimal
choice between fixed rent and cropshare arrangements, concluding that it is determined by a trade-off
between incentives to overuse rented land and incentives to underreport shared output. Part II tests several
predictions derived from a standard risk-sharing model of contracts and finds little evidence that risk sharing
is important in contract choice. Part III extends the transaction costs analysis to broader organizational
issues. It introduces seasonality and timeliness costs as forces influencing the gains from specialization and
the costs of contracting, and finds that farm ownership and farm organization are routinely shaped by these
forces.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Waddell:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Nature of the Farm:
Contracts, Risk, and Organization in Agriculture (MIT Press). All type of book is it possible to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

John Ferguson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read
one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Nature of the Farm: Contracts,
Risk, and Organization in Agriculture (MIT Press) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Anna Williams:

The e-book untitled The Nature of the Farm: Contracts, Risk, and Organization in Agriculture (MIT Press) is
the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Nature of the Farm: Contracts, Risk,
and Organization in Agriculture (MIT Press) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Cynthia Caron:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Nature of the Farm: Contracts, Risk, and
Organization in Agriculture (MIT Press), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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