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First published in 1890, and undoubtedly Azevedo's masterpiece, The Sumis one of the most widely read
and critically acclaimed novels ever written about Brazil. Indeed, its great popularity, realistic descriptions,
archetypal situations, detailed local coloring, and overall race-consciousness may well evoke Huckleberry
Finn as the novel's North American equivalent. Y et Azevedo also exhibits the naturalism of Zola and the
ironic distance of Balzac; while tragic, beautiful, and imaginative as awork of fiction, The Sumis
universally regarded as one of the best, or truest, portraits of Brazilian society ever rendered.

Thisisavivid and complex tale of passion and greed, a story with many different strands touching on the
different economic tiers of society. Mainly, however, The Sum thrives on two intersecting story lines. In one
narrative, a penny-pinching immigrant landlord strives to become arich investor and then discards his black
lover for awealthy white woman. In the other, we witness the innocent yet dangerous love affair between a
strong, pragmatic, "gentle giant" sort of immigrant and a vivacious mulatto woman who both livein a
tenement owned by said landlord. The two immigrant heroes are originally Portuguese, and thus personify
two alternate outsider responses to Brazil. Astranslator David H. Rosenthal points out in his useful
Introduction: one isthe capitalist drawn to new markets, quick prestige, and untapped resources; the other,
the prudent European drawn moth-like to "the light and sexual heat of the tropics.”

A deftly told, deeply moving, and hardscrabble novel that features several stirring passages about life in the
streets, the melting-pot readlities of the modern city, and the oft-unstable mind of the crowd, The Sum will
captivate anyone who might appreciate a more poetic, less political take on the nineteenth-century naturalism
of Crane or Dreiser.
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From reader reviews:
Angela Caves:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individual s survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading areserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The Slum (Library of
Latin America) book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Bobby Hanke:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Slum (Library of Latin America) can be great book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jacqueline Kellett:

People livein this new time of lifestyle aways try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
usually The Slum (Library of Latin America).

Wade Diaz:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friendsis thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Slum (Library of Latin
America), you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of
hang typeisit? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading
friends.
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