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Nancy Folbre challenges the conventional economist's assumption that parents have children for the same
reason that they acquire pets--primarily for the pleasure of their company. Children become the workers and
taxpayers of the next generation, and "investments" in them offer a significant payback to other participants
in the economy.

Yet parents, especially mothers, pay most of the costs. The high price of childrearing pushes many families
into poverty, often with adverse consequences for children themselves.

Parents spend time as well as money on children. Yet most estimates of the "cost" of children ignore the
value of this time. Folbre provides a startlingly high but entirely credible estimate of the value of parental
time per child by asking what it would cost to purchase a comparable substitute for it.

She also emphasizes the need for better accounting of public expenditure on children over the life cycle and
describes the need to rethink the very structure and logic of the welfare state. A new institutional structure
could promote more cooperative, sustainable, and efficient commitments to the next generation.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Atwood:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Valuing Children: Rethinking the
Economics of the Family (The Family and Public Policy), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Thelma Olivares:

You can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Valuing Children: Rethinking the Economics
of the Family (The Family and Public Policy) is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Maureen Bonds:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Valuing Children: Rethinking the Economics of
the Family (The Family and Public Policy) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Valuing Children: Rethinking the Economics of the Family (The Family and Public Policy)
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make
you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs
and try to like reading that will.

Dorothea Profitt:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Valuing Children: Rethinking the
Economics of the Family (The Family and Public Policy) to make your own personal reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion
for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the book Valuing Children: Rethinking the
Economics of the Family (The Family and Public Policy) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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